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By Rebecca L.
News Editor

On January 13, 2012,
8th grade Academy
students competed in the
annual We the People
competition, a mock
congressional hearing,
held at Grossmont
College. Twelve 8th
grade classes from
around the county went

provide examples of court
cases, current events,
articles and amendments
from the Constitution, and
historical events. In
addition, they were
required to prepare a 3-4
minute speech on a
specific question that the
judges would ask. Every
member in the group was
assigned to give part of the
speech at the competition.

studies teacher explained
how the process could
benefi't t he

process is very challenging
and will help students
improve skill sets for
research, writing,
speaking, high level
thinking, leadership, and
teamwork. This is so they
are ready for high school.
All students have strengths
and weaknesses for the
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Teens Take Part in Congressional Hearing

reasoning, supporting
evidence,
tegpbesiveness, Aahd
participation from the
students.

The Black Mountain
Academy team as a
whole placed 1st in the
Madison division and the
Unit 4 team received an
award for being the best
prepared out of the 6
competing units. Daniel

11%

head-to-head in front of a At the end of the skills that | previously K, an 8th grade
panel of judges to assignment, students had me nt i o n e d , @articipdnteexpressed his
demonstrate their various opinions about the commented. feelings about their
knowledge, process. AMy f &fterr i weeksp aoft vi ctory. Al di dn'
understanding, and about the project was that preparation, the three 8th  win the entire competition
application of the US our team got to work grade Academy classes but it was pretty
Constitution.  After the together. We all worked held a contest to see who awesome that we did,
judges had tallied the together and no one was would be selected to go to  especially since my unit
scores, the Academy | ef t out . I d Grdssndoht. Pdridde fouv h gon the best unit award,
team was declared the the assignment was due was selected as the team so that made it even
winner of the competition  though. | thought we to represent the Academy better , 0 he aid
for the Madison division . should have had more inthe competition.

In preparation for the t i me, 0 st at ed Mmeegachddeheng seilion
event, each Academy an 8th grade student. at the college, the judges
class was divided into 6 Mr. Moore, the 7th and looked for understanding,
groups. Every unit chose 8th grade Academy social constitutional application,
a captain who assigned
various tasks to his or her
teammates. Some of ‘
them included creating a & ;
vocabulary list, a KWL : ﬂ »e) B
(Know, Want, Learn) \-ANCR |
chart, and researching
their topic with books,
Constitution cards, and
the Internet to be
knowledgeable about
their unit. Their next step
was to apply their findings
to answer follow-up
guestions that the judges
may ask. Each of the
students were required to
x?tetﬁ(gﬁpoggé%t;ﬂdeggg Mr. Moorebés 4th period Social Studies class |takes
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BMA Students Explore Future Possibilities

By: Cassandra D.
and Karrine C.
Staff Writers

Recently, the Black
Mountain Middle School
Academy 7th and 8th
graders visited the Univer-
sity of San Diego (USD),
San Diego State Univer-
sity (SDSU), and the Dis-
trict Court House.

On December 7, 2011,
the Academy seventh
graders visited USD, the
home of the Toreros. It
first opened in 1952. To-
day, it offers over 50
bachelors, masters, and
doctoral programs. The
students were split up into

groups and given a tour of
the campus. They also
learned about the Honors
Program and heard under-
graduate stu
sonal experiences with the
program. Elizabeth P, a
7th grade student, stated,

filtods a
the Honors Program
seems interes

Also on December 7,
2011, was the SDSU trip
for eighth grade students
in the Academy. The uni-
versity was founded 1897,
and is the largest and old-
est school here in San
Diego. Students were
given a scavenger hunt
assignment with a specific

proet t[e

{
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USD - Hughes Administrations Center

college major. Each group
of students were to find the
college major classrooms
and the price of college
textbooks. In addition, they
visited the recreation cen-
ter. Students, such as
Tatiana V, had many opin-
ions about the campus,
ASDSU was a
campus, but [to me] it was
too big and it was really
crowded, 0 she
Following on January
18, 2011, the eighth grad-

able to talk to Judge
Danielsen and ask him
questions about his daily
life, witness three trials
which were about narcot-
ics, a bank robbery, and a
business affair, and were
given the opportunity to
hold a mock trial where

r teeg kxperienced sineulat-

ing various court positions.
Avionna E, an 8th grade
studept] axpressed. her
thoughts about what she
enjoyed abou
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SDSU - Hepner Hall

ers took another field trip was a really good experi-
to the Superior Court ence and it was cool to
House in downtown San imagine being part of the

Diego. The students were j ury, 0 she r g

A New Opportunity
to Prepare for College!

By: April X.
Staff Writer

As the time for students to take off and become college
undergraduates draws closer and closer, many parents
are trying to find ways to get their kids to start college
preparations early on in their lives. Fortunately, this
opportunity is now available to many middle school
students in the Poway Unified School District (PUSD) as
the 2nd district-wide Middle School College Readiness
Fair approaches. It will be held at Twin Peaks Middle
School and Black Mountain Middle School. This event will
be open for students from all over PUSD to attend.

will provide parents and students with information about
how to be successful while on the journey through high
school and into college. There will be presentations on
what pupils in middle school can do in high school: know
the A-G requirements, join sports and clubs, be part of
AVID, etc. Other topics concerning college preparations
will include what to expect for college expenses and how
students can earn scholarships. From this experience,
the students and parents will be more informed on
making better choices about college. Furthermore, it will
help the students as they plan their future goals.

Mrs. Kishaba, the president of the Education
Foundation at BMMS, agrees that planning early in
mi ddl e school is the key t
is important for parents and students as middle school is
when a child truly | earns
the time to start looking ahead and planning for high

At BMMS, the fair will be held in the gym on school success which then
Wednesday, March 21, from 6 PM to 8 PM. This event she stated.
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Brittian H. takes part in the Winter

Band Concert. Tanner J. shows his school

spirit at the December Spirit
Day event.
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Science Olympiad at BMMS Mrs. Puckett conducts during the Winter Orchestra
Inset: Sara W. and Megan Y. testing out the wands Concert
they made.
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8th grade Academy visits Viejas Academy 7th graders stop by
Arena at SDSU. U's D0 sy Jrpsa N, =B K

Photo Credit: Andrea B. and Naomi C. for Peace and Justice.
Staff vs. Students Basketball Game
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Editorial

Need a MAP?

By: Sophia L.
Staff Writer

Nearly all middle, and
maybe elementary
students in the Poway
Unified School District
(PUSD) know about MAPs

testing. For those who
donot know,
for Measurement of

Academic Progress, and
since it is usually taken
three times a year, it can
be also be considered
something like a progress
report. In the fall, winter,
and spring students go to
the computer lab with their
basic ed class, log onto an
assigned computer, and
start the test. During the
testing, which may take up
to three weeks for an
entire school to complete,
students are tested on
math, reading skills, and
language arts. The most
interesting part is that the
whole test is taken on a

Reading Survey 25 NWEA Learning Continnum..

computer. | think it benefits
students more than
ordinary write-on-paper, fill
-in-bubble testing. Why?

Well, here are a few
reasons.

Nor mal | vy,
adjust to students
academic abilities;
however, MAPs does.
MRAIPn cet asntdusd e n t
ahead in the test, they

never know what question
is next. When a question is
answered correctly, the
next question will be
adjusted by the computer
to be more challenging
than the previous one. But
if the answer is wrong, the
computer will modify the
next question accordingly.

Another benefit is that,
after the student finishes
the test, the score is
shown right away. That
means no stress, no
worries. There is no
waiting for months like the
California Standards Tests
(CST), or even for a few
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Ready to assess where your academic strengths are?

Click Start Test.

days like a traditional
school test. The results are
immediate. The scores are
also broken down into
subcategories that show
t he

being tested, and they are

student sé
t ewsedksess fat eanhéstibject

test to see which area(s)

students need more
assistance in. This
information  will  help
inform the instructor

abautr whatghe hos she nl d

needs to review with the
students. In this way,

aStudents can help
themselves become an
active participant in their own
/| earni ng,

- Ms. Menk, 8th grade Academy Language Arts

teacher.
displayed instantly. confused pupils  will
Also, it prevents benefit from their on the
cheating. As mentioned MAPs, and test for a
earlier, students are better overall score on

unable to look ahead. So if
they want to study on a
particular question, they
canodot . They
in general, although MAPs
are measurements of
academic progress, not
necessarily a graded test.
And since MAPs adjusts
individually to each
student, no two students
will be taking the exact
same test, thus preventing
the temptation to cheat.
There are also some
reasons why people are
opposed to MAPs. Some
may guestion
these questions tell how
much a student has
l earned and
Others are skeptical to
how teachers can assist
kids using these test
results. With MAPs,
teachers can check over
various categories of the

the next exam.
fStudents
themselves become an

c aactive @articigant & ttheid
ng, o r

own |l ear ni
Ms. Menk, 8th grade
Academy Language Arts
teacher. She adds,
i Wh e n stude
what they
it makes their learning
more purposeful.
Students also learn
about goal setting, a
very useful tool for
school and for life. It is
exciting to see how their
scaield gowup, apa up as
they i mprove
MAP  testing is
cdafmitelyl ebettern 2han
traditional testing since it
adjusts t o
needs, provides instant
feedback, and prevents
cheating. I
spring for the next one!
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Editorial

Dress Code = Dress Rehearsal

By: Olivia L.
Staff Writer

One of the greatest
debates of students is to
insure their right to
freedom of speech. Some
students say that school
dress codes and uniforms
deny these rights and try
to fight it. Many schools
across the nation have a
dress code. Some
student s
the rules because they
believe it denies them
their first amendment
rights.  Although some
students have valid
points, | believe schools
have creditable reasons
for putting these rules in
place.

Certain clothing, such
as sagging pants and
revealing dressing, would
be extremely distracting
in class and disrupt the
learning environment
schools try so hard to
create for students. This,
inevitably, would lead to
little learning and worse
test scores as many
adol escentsbo
would be diverted from
the teacher to the person

wearing the gaudy
clothing.
An enhanced dress

code survey result by
Jane Addams School in
Bolingbrook, lllinois on
February 26, 2009, shows
that 59% of students say
that students have worn
distracting clothes at their

dono

t abide

by

school. 31% said no and
10% didnot
out of a total of 190
students. Alnost tviges as
many students encounter
distracting attire in school
as those who say they
donodt ,
articles of clothing in
school donot
contribute to the learning
environment.

School prepares
students for the world
beyond. Many jobs require
a uniform or dress code. If

©SCHOOL

i ndi c atunhdergtanding a t

student s

h a vaecustomedato shis,ethey
have a difficult time
new learning rather than what

will
adjusting to
requirement.

Academic dress codes lay
the foundation for

this

different settings require

nitzain y proper

lllustration by: Lily C.

if schoelsemforce a dress
code. It helps students
f ocus on w h

theyodore

a Adress
working world. Without a
dress code,
would never

wear

students

dipgdsirteintelay t ileam. thatt there baget

be exposed to and learn to
conform to these
expectations before you
find your job on the line.

For these reasons, |
believe we are all better off

S A

expectations in life about
making yourself
presentable.
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