Otter Melodies
Information for Winter/Spring 2012
What is Otter Melodies?

Otter Melodies is an after-school supplementary music program supported by our school foundation.  This is an opportunity for students of all musical abilities and skill levels to perform with a children’s choir.  The chorus will be directed by Mrs. White, coordinated with parent volunteers and will perform two concerts a year.  The first one will be in December, the second one May.  The chorus will also perform in assemblies and occasionally at Friday Flag gatherings.

Which students may participate in Otter Melodies?

Any Shoal Creek student, grade 2 to 5, who wants to sing, and is willing to attend and participate in the rehearsals, is invited to join. There is only 1 director and 60+ students in choir so any student requiring one-on-one assistance must be accompanied by a parent or aide.

How do we register?
Complete the attached registration form and turn it into the office next week.  Priority will be given to current chorus members then it is on a first-come, first-serve basis, until we reach capacity.  

How much does it cost?

· A $20 donation per student is requested each semester to cover the cost of music, props, stage decorations and chorus supplies.  There is a $10 discount for additional child/same family.  Any additional monies will be used to enhance the general music program at Shoal Creek.
· Chorus T-shirts are $10.  The shirts are the same for this session as they were last session.  

· Practice CD’s will be included in the registration fee this session, as they are not available for individual purchase. The students will receive a word sheet with the words to all of the songs so they can work on memorizing the songs at home. 
When and where are the Rehearsals?
Rehearsals will be Tuesday afternoons immediately following dismissal, 2:40 to 3:30, in the MPR.  Parents/guardians are welcome to attend rehearsals at any time. Siblings of choir members may only attend a rehearsal if accompanied by a parent/guardian. Unaccompanied siblings will be sent to the office and parents called for pick up.
What do we wear for performances?
All chorus participants will be asked to wear black pants and dark, preferably black, shoes for the performances. Each choir member will receive a chorus T-shirt to wear for the performances.
What are the director’s expectations?
· Singers in the chorus are expected to attend rehearsals regularly. Regular attendance is necessary in order for us to be prepared for our performances. Please plan to miss no more than two (2) rehearsals. Students who try out for solo/speaking parts must have good attendance to be considered for the part and cannot miss a mandatory run through.
· Chorus members are expected to be well-behaved in rehearsals and follow all school rules. If a student is having behavior issues, parents will be contacted and that student will be allowed to continue participating only if his/her parent is in attendance at the rehearsals. 
· Mrs. White expects singers to do their best. While singing comes easily for some, for others it can be quite challenging. If all students give their best effort, we will all grow musically.
How are Solos, Narrators, Instrumentalists chosen?

This is first and foremost a choir. We are learning to sing together as a musical group. In addition, however, our programs will contain a few lines of narration, a few small solo parts, and some rhythm instrument parts. We will have auditions for all of these parts. Once the solo/speaking parts have been decided, those decisions are final. Mrs. White will announce the dates and times of the auditions in advance so all students who are interested have a chance to prepare. Remember, good attendance is required for students who earn solo/speaking parts and must attend mandatory run through rehearsals.
How can parents participate?
There are several opportunities for parental support.  Please let Mrs. White know ASAP if you are interested.  Volunteers are needed to start right away. 

· One or two parents to help at end of rehearsals to make sure all kids are picked up safely by their parents.
· Artists, decorators, designers, creative people to help make/buy simple props/decorations for our concert and stage. 

· Videographer for performances.
· Someone to type words sheets for kids.

· Someone to burn practice CDs for kids (materials will be provided).

· Someone to design concert program.

What if I have more questions?

The best way to reach Mrs. White with questions regarding Otter Melodies is via email at:

ottermelodies@gmail.com.
