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Instrumental Ensemble
Syllabus – Term I

Instrumental Ensemble is a class that focuses on performance of literature written for individuals and small ensembles (chamber music).  Students will work at their own level and will have opportunities to perform a variety of literature as well as learn basic music arranging skills.  

Students will be grouped together in chamber ensembles based on skill level, instrumentation and rehearsal availability.  Because our class meets during period 4, students who are involved in school sports activities will need to schedule outside class time rehearsals in order to “makeup” missing class time.  (Members of ensembles that meet out of class time will receive credit for this time and may use class time for homework if they wish.)

Quarter I Activity Timeline:

Month 1
distribute syllabus, perform solos, grouped into ensembles, rehearse ensembles


Begin for major scale tests

October 1
Standard: Major Scales and Chromatic Scale Performance Tests


Continue with ensemble work
October 15
Chromatic Scale and Major Scale retests, selection of recital performances

October 18
Recital run through during class
October 19
Recital run through during class
October 22
Recital run through during class
October 23
Recital – 7:00pm – Theater – wear all black concert clothes (dress up!)
October 24
View recital recording
October 26 
Quarter I ends

Quarter II Activity Timeline:

October 29
Music Arranging lesson begins, assignment #1, ensemble rehearsals

November 5
Music Arranging continues, ensemble rehearsals continue, (arrangement due)

November 13
Ensemble performances, begin whole tone scale

November 26
Begin new ensembles, whole tone test

December 3
Arranging performances, begin pentatonic scales, begin solo performances

December 10
Solo Performances – critiques

December 17
Solo Performances (2nd performance) – critiques

January 7
daily work on Solos & Ensembles

January 12
9th graders, percussion perform at adjudicated festival

January 15
Recital – 7:00pm - Theater

January 19
10th, 11th, 12th graders, strings perform at adjudicated festival

Academic Grades
Academic grades are determined from a variety of activities/assignments.  Freshman Band/1st year orchestra members are expected to perform scales and intervals using one octave.  Concert Band/2nd year orchestra members are expected to perform scales and intervals using two octaves as appropriate for their instrument.  Wind Ensemble/3rd and 4th year orchestra members are expected to perform scales and intervals using the full range of their instrument.  Grades may be monitored on Learning Point.

Grades are weighted (approximately):

Standard Testing

35%

Individual Performance
25%

Written Tests 


10%

Performances


20%

Practice Sheets

5%

Communication

5%

Westview is a standards based school and Westview GOLD is a standards based program.  We understand that some students may need additional time to successfully complete the standards.  Students who worked towards completion, but have not passed the standards will be given the letter grade of “I” or Incomplete.  The student will be given an additional five weeks after the grading period to complete the standard.  If the student is working diligently additional time may be granted on a case-by-case basis.

	Quarter
	Standard
	

	I
	Chromatic Scale (memorized)
	· 1st year – two octaves

· 2nd year – full range

	I
	Major Scales (memorized)
	· 1st year – one octave

· 2nd year – two octaves

· WE/Orch – full range

	I
	Chamber Ensemble Performances
	· Each student performs at own level as agreed upon with teacher

	II
	Whole Tone Scales (memorized)
	· 1st year – one octave

· 2nd year – two octaves

· WE/Orch – full range

	II
	Pentatonic Scales (memorized)
	· 1st year – one octave

· 2nd year – two octaves

· WE/Orch – full range

	II
	Solo Performance
	· Each student performs at own level as agreed upon with teacher

	II
	Ensemble Performance
	· Each group performs at level agreed upon with teacher


Westview Gold Instrumental Music

Manual Contract

We hope that both members and parents will find this manual useful and informative (it is on our website).  Please return this page.  (After you have read the contents).

We have read, understood and will support the responsibilities, obligations and policies of a Westview Gold Music Member and music boosters as stated in the manual.  

Member Signature_______________________________________________________________












Date

Parent Signature_________________________________________________________________












Date

Permission to publish:

I give my permission to the Westview Instrumental Music Boosters to publish the following information in the Instrumental Music Program Member Directory.

Member’s Name _______________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City/Zip ______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s) ______________________________________________________________

Instrument(s) _________________________________________________________________

Email address(s) _______________________________________________________________

AOL IM (or other chat) Screename ________________________________________________

Website URL _________________________________________________________________

Mother’s Name ________________________________________________________________

Father’s Name _________________________________________________________________

___ I give ___ I do not give permission to have photos posted on the website.

___ I give ___ I do not give permission to have photos published in the newsletter.
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