ATTENDANCE POLICY
The performing groups of the instrumental music program rely on the participation of all of its members.  Performances and rehearsals are scheduled well in advance.  Students are expected to commit to the performances set.  As described in the course description of our music classes “Attendance at all rehearsals and all performances is mandatory.” Any potential conflicts will be avoided with planning and organization.  Communicate clearly your obligations at the start of the school year to any and all groups in which you will participate.  Your family is expected to set all rehearsals and performances on your family calendar.  These dates are to be considered a previous commitment.

Students are graded on attendance and participation at all rehearsals and performances.  It is essential that students fulfill the commitment of participation in marching band and all other performance groups.  The entire performing group is affected by each of its members.  For this reason, unexcused absences from rehearsals and/or performances affect the overall grade a student receives.  Overall grade will be lowered one grade for an unexcused absence to a rehearsal and two grades for an unexcused absence to a performance per incident.

Excused absences may be granted by the director due to the following:

· Family emergency – family emergencies do not include babysitting, work, concert tickets, shopping, etc…

· Religious calendar conflicts, provided prior written notice is given, will be excused.

· Any attendance conflict created by another Westview school event (i.e. a sport meet, choir concert, etc…) will be settled by the director and coach at no penalty to the student.

· Personal illness

Examples of absences that will not be excused:

· Private lessons

· Non-school related performance ensembles

· Vacations

· Study groups/studying for tests

Performance/Attendance policy:

· Students missing rehearsals prior to a performance may be excluded from the performance at the director’s discretion.

· Students missing school the day of a rehearsal may not rehearse with the group.

· Students missing school the day of a performance may not perform with the group.

· Students who “sit out” rehearsals during the day may be excluded from the evening rehearsals/weekend performances at the director’s discretion.

Singular excused absences will not affect the student’s citizenship or academic grade.  Multiple excused absences will result in a lowered citizenship and/or academic grade and possible exclusion from the performance (determined by the director).
