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The Hidden Lives of Galaxies

To define what a galaxy is we will start with our own solar system and its place in the galaxy.

1. The distance from the Earth to the Sun is _______________ million miles, or 8 light- ____________________.

2. Light takes _______________ hours to cross the solar system.

3.  Neighboring stars can be grouped into stellar regions.  Our solar neighborhood is about __________ light-years across.

4. A galaxy is a massive collection of _______________, _______________, and _______________ kept together by _______________.

5. Our galaxy is called the _______________ _______________.

6. If our _______________ _______________ were the size of a cell in the human body, then our _______________ would be over __________ _______________ across. 

7. Large galaxies can contain more than a _______________ stars.

8. Smaller galaxies have a few _______________ stars.

Write a description or draw a picture of each of the following galaxies.

9.  
Spiral

10. Barred Spiral

11.   Elliptical

12.   Irregular

13.  Peculiar

Galaxy Quiz:

Name each of the following types of galaxies.

A _______________
B _______________
C _______________




D _______________
E _______________

14. Galaxies form when large clouds of gas and dust _______________________ as a result of their ____________________.

15.  As the cloud is compacted, ____________________ and ____________________ form.

16.   In space ____________________ are giant clouds of gas and dust.

17.   ____________________ ____________________ are small groups of stars.

18.   ____________________ ____________________ are dense spherical bundles of stars.

19.   When a galaxy is born, if stars form quickly then the galaxy becomes ____________________, but if the stars form late then the galaxy becomes a ____________________.

20.   If galaxies pass close to one another then they can become ______________________, and often ____________________.

