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Ancient Names of Elements
Directions:
1. Read the origins of the names of the elements below to discover the ancient name that the element symbol was based on (usually Latin). 

2. Write the symbol next to each element name.
3. Write the ancient name next to its symbol.
           Element

Symbol

       Ancient Name_______
1. Sodium

_______

_____________________
2. Potassium       

________

_____________________
3. Iron


_______

_____________________
4. Copper


_______

_____________________
5. Silver


_______

_____________________
6. Gold


_______

_____________________
7. Lead


_______

_____________________
8. Tin


_______

_____________________

9. Mercury

_______

_____________________

10. Antimony                    _______                      _____________________

Origins of the Ancient Names for the Elements by: Norman E. Holden of the National Nuclear Data Center, Brookhaven National Laboratory
Sodium - the atomic number is 11 and the chemical symbol is Na. The name derives from the English soda and Latin sodanum for "headache remedy". The chemical symbol Na derives from the Latin Natrium for "natron (soda in english)". It was discovered in 1807 by the English chemist Humphrey Davy from electrolysis of caustic soda (NaOH).

Iron - the atomic number is 26 and the chemical symbol is Fe. The name derives from the Anglo​Saxon "iron" of unknown origin. The element has been known from prehistoric times. The chemical symbol Fe is derived from the Latin Ferrum for "firmness".
Gold - the atomic number is 79 and the chemical symbol is Au. The name derives from the Sanskit jval to shine, the Teutonic word gulth for shining metal and the Anglo-Saxon gold of unknown origin. The chemical symbol Au derives from the Latin Aurum, for Aurora the Goddess of dawn. It was known and highly valued in prehistoric times. 
Antimony - the atomic number is 51 and the chemical symbol is Sb. The name derives from the Greek, anti + monos for "not alone or not one" because it was found in many compounds. The chemical symbol, Sb, comes from the original name, Stibium, which is derived from the Greek stibi for "mark", since it was used for blackening eyebrows and eyelashes. The name was changed from stibium to antimonium to antimony. The minerals stibnite (Sb2S3) and stibine (SbH3) are two of more than one hundred mineral species, which were known in the ancient world. 
Potassium - the atomic number is 19 and the chemical symbol is K. The name derives from the English "potash or pot ashes" since it is found in caustic potash (KOH). The chemical symbol K derives from the Latin Kalium via the Arabic qali for alkali. It was first isolated by Humphry Davy in 1807 from electrolyosis of potash (KOH). 
Tin - the atomic number is 50 and the chemcial symbol is Sn. The name derives from the Anglo​Saxon tin of unknown origin. The chemical symbol, Sn, is derived from the Latin Stannum for alloys containing lead. The element was known in prehistoric times. 

Copper - the atomic number is 29 and the chemical symbol is Cu. The name derives from the Latin Cuprum for "Cyprus", the island where the Romans first obtained copper. The chemical symbol, Cu, also comes from the Latin Cuprum. The element has been known since prehistoric times. 
Mercury - the atomic number is 80 and the chemical symbol is Hg. The name derives from the Roman god "Mercury", the nimble messenger of the gods, since the ancients used that name for the element, which was known from prehistoric times. The chemical symbol, Hg, derives from the Greek Hydragyrium for "liquid silver" or quick silver. 
Silver - the atomic number is 47 and the chemical symbol is Ag. The name derives from the Anglo-Saxon seofor and siolfur, which is of unknown origin. The chemical symbol, Ag, derives from the Latin Argentum and Sanskrit argunas for "bright". The element was known in prehistoric times. 
Lead - the atomic number is 82 and the chemical symbol is Pb. The name derives from the Angol-Saxon lead, which is of unknown origin. The element was known from prehistoric times. The chemical symbol Pb is derived from the Latin plumbum for "lead". 
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