Outline of The Declaration of Independence

I. Introduction

In history, when one group leaves another, to become a new and equal country, it is right that they declare to the world  why!

II. Body
A. Basic Rights

Thomas Jefferson explains we all have rights and governments are created to ensure these rights and that when governments are abusive, it is the duty of the people to change them.

1. God given natural rights: life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. (All people are created equal.)
2. Governments are formed to secure these rights (for the governed).
3. When governments take these rights away it is the right of the people to change that government and form a new government that ensures these rights.
4. Wisdom says that long standing Governments should not be changed often for small reasons. Men would rather suffer than take the trouble to change.
5. However, when one government takes away the natural rights of its citizens, it is the right, and the duty, of the citizens to over throw that government, and establish a new one that WILL protect these rights.
 B. Charges Against the King
1. He wrongly prosecutes innocent    citizens, and finds them guilty.
2. He holds local legislative meetings at remote areas, to prevent their meeting.
3. He protects soldiers from prosecution by finding them innocent in  secret trials.
4. He has cut off our trade from the rest of the world.
5. He imposes taxes without our approval.

C. Responses to the King
1. We sent the Olive Branch Petition (1774); we tried to talk, but he would not listen.

III. Conclusion

The American Colonies formally break away from England, and form a new and separate country: The Independent States of America.

