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I. Rivers Shape Life: South 

A. Few Roads- Rivers acted as the roads for the South 
1. Slow moving  and deep 
2. Wide and broad 

A) Mississippi 
B) James 
C) Potomac              

B. Ocean going vessels could sail up the rivers for many miles 
1. Bring products and trade from Europe and Africa 
2. Brought/Traded for tobacco, rice, indigo, cotton 
3. Virginia population was scattered and spread out along 

rivers 
4. Few towns were needed 
 

II. Rivers Shape Life: New  England- North 
A. Rivers were shallow and full of rapids 
B. Coastal Seaports were Developed 

1.) Boston    2.) New Haven    3.) Newport 
C. Inland Transportation- Roads 
     1.) Expensive    2.) Few and scarce  

        3.) Settled In Group/Towns 
D. New England Village: Town Common- Park in the center of 

New England 
1.) Meeting Hall      2.) Town church    3.) School 
4.) Fields for crops: Outside town 
 

III. Comparisons- Summary 
A. South 

1.) Isolated    
2.) Family orientated     
3.) Hospitality 

B. New England 
  1.) Community minded     

2.) More schools 
3.) Religious minded  
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 


