Constitution Vocabulary
checks and balances
a system in which the branches of government balance each other in order to guard against abuses
Legislative Branch
the division of government which passes laws; the Congress is a two-house legislature

Executive Branch
the division of government that carries out the laws; poling; headed by the president
Judicial Branch
the division of government which evaluates laws; the federal courts of law; Supreme Court
Bill of Rights
a list of citizen’s basic rights; the first ten amendments

Federalist 
supporters of the Constitution and strong central government

Anitfederalist
in opposition to the Constitution’s ratification

ratify
to formally approve

free press
the right to publish anything, including criticism of the government


amendment
a ratified addition or change to the Constitution

compromise
an agreement in which each side gives up part of what it wants while also gaining some of what it wants
ordinance
a special statement by the government that has the power of law

Land Ordinance of 1785 established a system for settling the Northwest territory

Northwest Ordinance of 1787 divided the lands into . The Northwest Ordinance also established a process for creating new states. It also outlawed slavery in these new northern territories.

Confederation 
a group of people who have united for political purposes
