


        Constitution Vocabulary

precedent-



a tradition

sovereignty-
supreme and independence political authority

grandfather clause-
 a cause that allowed individuals who did not pass the literacy test to vote if their fathers or grand fathers had voted before reconstruction began

ex post facto law-
done or made afterwards, when having retroactive effect

habeus corpus-
a legal order for an inquiry to determine whether a person has been lawfully imprisoned

due process-
idea that the government must follow procedures established by law and guaranteed by the constitution

suffrage-



the right to vote

Electoral College-
a special group of voters selected by their state legislatures to vote for the president and vice-president/ Each state’s number of votes equals their amount of representatives in Congress

judicial review-
the right of the supreme court to determine if a law violates the constitution

poll tax-
A tax of a fixed amount per person that had to be paid before the person could vote

social contract
according to Locke, government has a responsibility to the people 

enumerate



to mention separately or name one by one

