Unit 3 Vocabulary

domestic policy: a country’s course of action that will only directly affect that country.

foreign policy: a policy pursued by a nation in its dealing with other nations

precedent: examples to be followed by others in the future

impressments: the act of forcing someone into service; practice of seizing sailors on American ships and forcing them to serve in the British navy 

capitalism: an economic system in which people put money or capital into a business or project in order to make a profit for themselves later

neutrality: nor favoring a country in a dispute 

ally: agreements between countries to aid and support one another

elastic clause: an article in the Constitution saying Congress has the right to make and laws that are necessary and proper 
political parties: groups of people who have the same political beliefs as each other

states’ rights: the right of states to limit the power of the federal government
War Hawks: members of congress which wanted war with Britain prior to the war of 1812
nullification: to officially state that an agreement has no legal effect; it is cancelled or nullfied
tribute: forced payment form one country to another
embargo: government order that forbids foreign trade

slogan: a phrase or motto representing a party, group, or person

territory: an area of land controlled by a group of people or country
ransom: money wanted usually to get back a person 

negotiate: to bargain with another, settling terms in which agreements are reached

anthem: a country’s/state’s theme song

culture: the beliefs of a group or society 
sanctity: a quality that makes life, marriage, etc. so important that it must be respected and preserved; holy or religious, pure
Transcendentalism: movement that sought out to explore the relationship between humans and nature through emotions rather than reason
plurality vs. majority: in an election, if the winner is determined by plurality, then he must get the most votes; in an election, if the winner is determined by majority, then he must receive half the votes plus one

