Slavery Webquest

In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson wrote that “all men are created equal.”  Although at the time, many people did not believe that this concept applied to African-Americans.  The concept of slavery had continued to grow throughout the colonies and as the nation grew, so did slavery.  However, there was a group of people who didn’t approve of the practice of slavery.  They were called “abolitionists” because they wanted to abolish slavery.  Abolitionists began to preach that slavery was immoral and that it was a sin for one human being to own another.  By the early 1800’s, the abolitionist movement was taking a stronghold in the northern states and most of the states had promised to free their slaves.  By 1804, there were only 50,000 slaves in the north compared to nearly 1,000,000 in the south.

Your task is to navigate your way through this document in order to learn what it was like to be a slave.  You will read letters written by ex-slaves, view a document that sold a slave from one owner to another, learn about the underground railroad, and finally, navigate your way through the underground railroad as a slave on your own escape to Canada.

Life as a slave was very difficult.  Click on the names below to hear the stories of real life ex-slaves.  Then answer the questions on your worksheet.
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Charles Grandy


         Walter Calloway
It seems odd that one human being can own another human being, doesn’t it?  Well, this next link shows a bill that sold a slave from one owner to the next, just like property.  If you are having a hard time reading the bill, click on the text version at the top of the page.

       Bill of Sale for a Slave
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If you were a slave, would you enjoy life very much if another human being owned you and was your master?  … I didn’t think so.  Wouldn’t you try to escape and run away? …  Me too.  Well, lots of slaves tried to run away as well.  Click on the picture to the right to learn about the Underground Railroad, which helped slaves escape to freedom.

In 1850, Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Law, which required all citizens to help catch runaway slaves.  People who let fugitives escape could be fined $1,000 and be jailed for six months.  The next two websites are signs that were posted during this time frame.  The first poster offers a reward to someone who helped capture a runaway slave.  The second poster is a public notice that requires anyone who knows the whereabouts or claims ownership of the slave either come forward and present information to the law or pay the proper charges.  

Reward




Public Message
Now that you know all about slavery, the abolitionists and the Underground Railroad, imagine that you are a slave and are trying to escape to your own freedom.  The next interactive website will allow you to make your own decisions while trying to use the Underground Railroad to find freedom.  Click on the picture below and let’s see if you can make it to Canada.
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Click here to view the route that you took in order to reach Canada and your freedom.

Copyright

Picture of Walter Calloway taken from http://xroads.virginia.edu/`hyper/wpa/callowa1.html
Picture of slaves running away of slaves posing for picture taken from http://www.historychannel.com/exhibits/undergroundrr/story.html






