Grade Eight ~ California State

English-Language Arts Content Standards

Word Analysis and Fluency
1.
An idiom is an expression not meant literally.   For example, “It’s raining cats and dogs.” (7.1.1.1)

2.
An analogy is a comparison between two things to show how they are alike in some way, for example, comparing a heart to a pump. (7.1.1.1)

3.
A metaphor is comparing two different, unrelated things without using “like” or “as.” (7.1.1.1)

4.
A simile compares two unlike objects using the words “like” or “as.” (7.1.1.1)

5.
Literal means true to the exact meaning of a word or phrase, not figurative.
6.
Figurative means involving a figure of speech, such as a simile, metaphor, or personification.
7.
Greek roots and affixes include path, sin, pro, hydro, chrono, theo, antho, logy (write any three)
8.
Latin roots and affixes include trans, sub, inter, intra, tract, spir, ver, struct (write any three).
9.
Words from French include memoir, chauffeur, rendezvous, opaque, parfait, fillet, foyer, mustache, camouflage, genre, liaison, détente, connoisseur (choose 2).
10.      Words from Spanish include coyote, indigo, tornado, pueblo, savanna, aficionado, renegade (choose 2).
11. Word meaning can be determined by the context in which it is used.

12. Context clues include synonyms, antonyms, examples, and explanations.

Reading Comprehension

13.
Narrative text refers to stories; they can take the form of short stories, novels, or biographies.
14.
Expository text refers to non-fiction text.

15.
Warranties are written guarantees for the purchase of a new product or service.

16.
Contracts are legally binding agreements.

17.
Product information provides specific information about the product such as design specifications, nutritional value, etc.
18.
Instruction manuals give step-by-step directions for using or assembling a product, or operating a tool.
19.
A summary captures the main ideas.

20.
A summary must also include critical details, and conveys the underlying meaning.
An inference is a conclusion based on evidence.
Literary Response

21.
Poetry has different forms, for different purposes.

22.
A stanza is a group of lines within a poem.

23.
A ballad is a simple narrative poem of folk origin, composed in short stanzas and adapted for singing.
24.
A lyric comes from the Greek lyric odes; it also means the words of a song.
25.
A couplet is a pair of successive lines of verse, especially a pair that rhyme and are of the same length.
26.
An epic poem is a long narrative poem telling of a hero's deeds 
27.
An elegy is a mournful, melancholy, or sad poem, often a funeral song or a lament for the dead.
28.
An ode is a lyric poem of some length, usually of a serious nature with a formal structure.
29.
A sonnet is a poem that expresses a single idea or feeling, in 14 lines, usually in iambic pentameter.

30.
The structural elements of a plot include subplots, parallel episodes, and the climax.
31.
Subplots are plots or storylines that are subordinate to the main plot of a literary work or film.
32.
Parallel episodes are subplots which are both developing in a narrative or drama.
33.
The climax is the moment of greatest emotional intensity or suspense in the plot, and is often called the turning point.

34.
Internal conflict is a psychological or emotional problem that a character must overcome.

35.
External conflicts are problems that character has with another character, nature, or society.

36.
Resolution is the ending of a story where the conflict is resolved.

37.
The mood is the atmosphere or feeling that a story conveys.

38.
The tone of literature is the attitude a writer takes toward the audience, a subject, or a character.

39.
Recurring themes in literature include good vs. evil, or man vs. nature. (name one)
40.
Literary devices include metaphor, symbolism, dialect, and irony.

41.
Symbolism is when an author uses concrete, real objects to represent an idea.
42.
Dialect is one method of characterization, when an author has a character speak in a distinctive voice.

43.
Irony is the difference between what is expected and what actually happens.
44.
Hyperbole is an extreme exaggeration.

Writing Strategies

45.
Coherent essays should contain introductions, supporting evidence, and conclusions.

46.
A thesis is the author’s main argument and should be well supported.

47.
Well-organized essays use effective transitions to unify and connect sentences.

48.
Transitions allow for coherence thoughout the essay.
49.
A thesis should be supported with analogies, quotations, opinions from authorities, paraphrased information, or comparisons. (Name two)

50.
Narrative and descriptive strategies include relevant dialogue, specific action, physical description, and a comparison or contrast of characters. (name two).

51.
A Response to Literature should show that the author understands the literature and offers his or her own insight.

52.
A Response to Literature should use textual references, that is, references from the book or story.

53.
Paraphrasing is restating a passage in one’s own words.

54.
Summarizing is restating the important ideas in a work.

55.
Persuasive writing includes a clear position and counterargument.

56.
Use the MLA format for quoted and paraphrased information when citing sources for a bibliography.

57.
Primary sources are first-hand information from the original source.
58.
Secondary sources are a historian or author’s interpretation of the primary source.

59.
A well-defined thesis should make clear and knowledgeable judgments.

60.
Persuasive compositions should provide detailed evidence, with examples.  

61.
Counter-arguments offer an opinion opposing the author’s views.

62.
Business letters should be formal in tone, and written in block-style format.
Sentence Structure

63.
Parallel structures use similar grammatical construction.  They are also called parallelisms.
64.
Participial phrases contain verbs acting as adjectives. For instance, “Looking at the displays, I lost track of time.”
65.
Past participles are verb forms in the past tense form that act as adjectives.  For instance, “Exhausted, I dropped to the ground.”
66.
Adverbs modify an action, an adjective, or another adverb.
67.
Adjectives describe nouns in a sentence.

68.
Adverb clauses begin with a subordinating conjunction such as after, although, as before, when, where, or while.  (name 3)

69.
Adverbial clauses are dependent clauses that express when or why. For example, “When he was in New York, he saw the movie.”

70.
An appositive phrase consists of a noun, and modifiers that work with it to explain or identify it.  For instance, “Chocolate, the best flavor, is highly popular.”

71.
An independent clause is a group of words that contain a subject and predicate and expresses a complete thought.

72.
A dependent clause contains a subject and a verb, but it does not express a complete thought and cannot stand alone as a sentence.

73.
A gerund phrase contains a verb that ends in ing acting like a noun. For example, “Taking a walk is so relaxing.”
74.
Prepositional phrases act as an adjective or adverb to modify a noun or verb.
75.
Nouns can be concrete, abstract, singular, or plural.
76.
Simple sentences contain just one independent clause.
77.
Compound sentences contain two or more independent clauses that are joined by a semi-colon or a comma, and a coordinating conjunction such as but.
78.
A complex sentence has an independent clause joined by one or more dependent clauses.

79.
A complex sentence always has a subordinator such as because, since, after, although, or when or a relative pronoun such as that, who, or which. 
80.
Compound and complex sentences contain two or more independent clauses and one or more dependent clauses.  For example, “Although I love chocolate, I do not mind vanilla, and I enjoy strawberry as well.”
Conventions
81.
Whom is always used as a direct object or the object of a preposition when renaming a person or group of people. (Otherwise, use what.)
82.
A pronoun should agree with its antecedent.  For instance, “A successful student usually has good study habits if he or she wants to succeed in the long run.”
83.
A nominative pronoun is used as the subject of a sentence:  “He and I will run the 12K on Saturday.”

84.
An objective pronoun acts as the object of a sentence. For instance, “Please give it to him and me when you have finished.”
85.
A semi-colon is used when connecting two related, complete ideas; otherwise, a period is appropriate to use.

86.
A colon is used in: a business greeting, to present a list, or with hours and minutes. 
87.
In writing dialogue, the speaker tags can be used at the beginning, middle, or end of a sentence.  
88.
Use a comma when listing items or with a coordinating conjunction (and, or, but) to join the independent clause.

89.
Use a comma with a subordinating clause; for instance, “I love to sing, even though I can scarcely carry a tune.”

90.
An appositive phrase, when set off in a sentence, is surrounded by commas.  
Media Skills/ Listening and Speaking
91.
Good listening skills include the ability to evaluate the credibility of a speaker.


92.
A speaker’s credibility is determined by if he or she has a hidden agenda, or is presenting slanted or biased material.

93.
Graphic artists, illustrators, and photographers communication information and affect impressions using different techniques.

94.     In a persuasive presentation, the speaker should Include a well-defined thesis which makes a clear and knowledgeable judgment.

95.
A soliloquy is a dramatic monologue, often spoken to give insight into a character.
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